A summary of Inquiry hearings from Edinburgh
This week the Infected
Blood Inquiry has
moved to Edinburgh.
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Inquiry news
A witness at the Infected Blood Inquiry on Wednesday claimed that
her interferon treatment had triggered a rare and extreme autoimmune condition which had turned her life upside down. Gill Fyffe,
who contracted Hep C from a blood transfusion in 1988, finally rid
herself of the virus only to develop Lupus SLE which has made her
extremely photosensitive and has forced her to mainly “live in the
dark”. Although her doctors were sceptical about the link between
Interferon and her Lupus, Sir Brian said he had read at least three or
four other witness statements that claimed interferon had made
their skin extremely photo sensitive. His intervention highlights why
it is so important everyone’s experiences are recorded. Only then can
similarities such as this be picked up.

Quotes of the week
“There is nobody out there that can
treat a haemophiliac with all these viruses. We shouldn't have to fight for
this. Somebody should be there to help
us. They treat haemophiliacs not as
people, but as experiments."
Alice Mackie, whose husband Robert
was infected with HIV and Hep C
through treatment for his haemophilia
“For those infected or affected who
feel they can't give evidence or can't
come here and give evidence, I salute
you. Take care of yourself because for
you that is the right thing. This isn't
easy."
Ms S, whose mum contracted Hep C
through treatment for VWD.
"Words are inadequate and fail to convey the whole truth. The enormity of
my pain and suffering remains hidden
and indescribable."
Eileen Dyson who was infected with
Hep C after a blood transfusion
“We felt we’d conquered haemophilia.” John McDougall on getting prophylactic treatment for his 4-year-old son,
Euan in 1981. Four years later they
were told he had HIV.
"At that point I realised something was
seriously wrong. I had gone for 10
years never realising that my infection
could have been avoided. "
Bill Wright, on discovering that there
were alternative treatments to factor
VIII available for his mild haemophilia
in 1986

